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Roll call:
The conference will begin with a roll call. 
The chair will read out the names of the countries, and their delegates can
respond with ‘present’ or ‘present and vote. Delegates who identify as
‘present’ can vote in favour of the procedure, against the procedure or can
choose to abstain. However, delegates who identify as ‘present and voting’ do
not have the choice to abstain. They have to vote either in favour of or
against the procedure. 

Decorum: 
The order that needs to be maintained. All delegates are required to be
polite and respectful. The use of derogatory language will not be tolerated.
Delegates must remember to always treat others kindly, even during heated
debates. 

General Speaker’s List (GSL) 
A list that has the speakers in order. Delegates will raise their hands to be a
part of this list. They will be allowed to make short speeches highlighting
their opinions and concerns. 

Yield: 
When a speaker has remaining time in their speeches, they can decide what
to do with it. They can:
a) yield to the chair - the remaining time is given up 
b) yield to another delegate - time is given to another delegate of their
choice
c) yield to questions - other delegates can question them 
d) yield to comments - other delegates can comment on the speech made “I
would like to yield my time to ____ “ 



Moderated Caucus:
A debate format during which delegates have to make short comments on a
specific issue. Delegates who are interested in speaking have to raise their
hands up and the Chairs will call delegates and allow them to speak one at a
time. In order to move into a moderated caucus, a motion must be made which
includes the overall speaking time, the time per speaker, and the issue that
needs to be discussed. 

Unmoderated Caucus:
(also called Informal Caucus) A debate format in which delegates can form
blocs and talk to others freely and informally. This is usually when delegates
find allies and work on draft resolutions. To move into an unmoderated
caucus, the motion must include the overall caucus time and the issue that
needs to be discussed. 

Blocs:
Blocs are different groups that have similar ideas and opinions about the
topics. Delegates can choose to build their own blocs. The members of the bloc
will have to work together to create a draft resolution.

Position papers:
A position paper is a document that is made by a delegate talking about their
opinion on the issue. This will help the delegate under their foreign policy and
will also give them a better understanding of their country’s stance on the
issue. Make sure your essay does not violate your country’s foreign policy. It is
important to highlight the topic of the position paper to show that you are
aware of what you’re writing. It’s also a good idea to write about what your
country has done with respect to this issue in the past. Possible solutions to
this issue can be included. 
 
Do not forget to include your sources to make your essay more reliable. All
delegates will have to submit their position papers prior to the first committee
session. 



 MOTIONS AND POINTS 
These can be raised when the chair asks if there are any points and/or
motions. They are raised to change the flow of the debate. 
 

Motions:
Motion to open debate/Motion to open the GSL: 
 This motion is used to open formal debate. 

“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to open formal debate and 
 introduce the General Speaker’s List with a speaking time of 90 seconds per
person.” 

Motion for a moderated caucus: 
This motion is used to start a formal debate. The delegate must mention the
topic of the debate along with the total time required and the time needed per
speaker.
 
“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to suspend formal debate
and move into a moderated caucus on the issue, ‘____’ for an individual
speaker time of ____ seconds for a total duration of ____ minutes.” 

Motion for an unmoderated caucus: 
This motion is used to start the informal debate. The delegate must mention
the total amount of time required. 

“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to move into an
unmoderated caucus for a total duration of ____ minutes.” 

Motion to close debate: 
This motion is used to stop the debate.
 
“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to close debate” 



Motion to adjourn the meeting: 
This motion is used to end a committee session until the next one starts. This
can be done when there is a break or when sessions last longer than
expected. 

“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to adjourn this meeting”
 

Motion to introduce a draft resolution: 
This motion is used to introduce a draft resolution after its approval. Upon
this motion being raised, a sponsor or the chair will read out the operative
clauses. 

“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to introduce a draft
resolution” 
 

Motion to move into lobbying time: 
This motion is used to allow delegates to form blocs and work on their
resolutions. 

“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to move into lobbying
time” 

Motion to move into the voting procedure: 
This motion is used to move the committee into a voting procedure where
they can discuss the draft resolutions. 

“The delegate of ____ would like to raise a motion to move into a voting
procedure” 



Points:

Point of Personal Privilege: 
 Used when the delegate is facing a personal issue. This point can be used
when the delegate needs to use the washroom, cannot hear another
delegate properly, or needs to be excused for any other personal reason.
 

Point of Inquiry: 
Used when the delegate doesn’t understand what is happening in the
committee. This can be used to clear doubts a delegate has. 

Point of Order: 
Used when a delegate feels like rules aren’t being followed during sessions. 
 

Point of Information: 
Used to question another delegate in the committee. Should be used at the
discretion of the chair. 
 

Right to Reply: 
 Used when a delegate feels like their country has been insulted.

Request to follow up: 
Used when a delegate did not completely understand what another delegate
had said. This should be related to the original question asked. 



RESOLUTIONS
Working papers: A document containing all the ideas and solutions that
delegates came up with in their blocs. They don't have to use proper
resolution format. 

Draft resolution: A document which is written in proper format and is
approved by the chairs but isn't voted upon yet. Amendments can be made to
this. 
Resolution: Once a draft resolution successfully passes the committee, it is
called a resolution. 

Sponsors: The authors of a draft resolution. They should support their draft
resolution and vote in favor of it. 

Signatories: Delegates who wish to see the draft resolution and debate upon
it. They do not have to agree with all the ideas present it in. However,
signatories often think that the draft resolution has some merit and want to
see it discussed further. 

Preambulatory clauses: Contain all the issues that the committee wishes to
solve. 

Operative clauses: Contain the proposed solutions to the problems
mentioned in the preambulatory clauses. 

Amendments: Any change that is made to an operative clause. 
(More on ‘Writing a resolution’) 

Withdrawals: A Draft Resolution can be withdrawn at any time by its
Sponsors before the voting on the document has started. In case that the
Sponsor wants to do this, they need to take permission from the Chair. The
same goes for the withdrawal of amendments. 

Voting bloc: The time when delegates vote on amendments and resolutions. 



VOTING 
Substantive votes 
Votes that are about amendments, draft resolutions, and other related topics.
Substantive voting has 3 three options - to vote in favor, to vote against or to
abstain. Delegates who identify as ‘present and voting’, during the roll call,
cannot abstain. 

Procedural votes:
Votes that are not about draft resolutions or amendments. The only options
are to vote in favour or to vote against it. Abstentions are not allowed. 

Simple majority:
Requires ½ + 1 of all the delegates who are ‘present and voting’ to be in favor. A
simple majority is required for 
a) Motion to open the GSL 
b) Motion for a moderated caucus 
c) Motion for an unmoderated caucus 
d) Motion to adjourn the conference 

Procedure:
 During the voting process, delegates are not allowed to talk to each other. 
 While voting on a draft resolution, you may say ‘in favour’, ‘against’, or
‘abstain’ 
 If you wish you justify your vote, you may say ‘in favour of rights’ or ‘against
rights’ 

Voting on amendments:
 Voting on unfriendly amendments always has to happen before voting on
draft resolutions . When there is more than one amendment that needs to be
voted upon, they will be presented for voting according to the order of when
they were submitted. 
 Amendments that pass will be made a part of the draft resolution



RESEARCHING FOR MUN:
1) You need to have a good understanding of your committee. You need to
know what your committee does and why it does it. Knowing what the
committee has already done towards the agenda is always a good idea.
 
2) You need to have a clear idea of your country’s foreign policy. Even slightly
ignoring your country’s policies could cost you a great deal. Saying anything
controversial might embarrass you during the press conference, which is
why you always need to have a good amount of knowledge about the country
allocated to you. 

3) Read the background guide thoroughly. This will help you understand the
important topics about the agenda and might also show what your Chair
expects from you. If you’re aiming to win an award, you should know the
background guide like the back of your hand. 

4) Go through as many news articles as you can. Knowing current affairs will
help you debate better and will increase your chances of making good
arguments. You can also go through press releases about the issue. Knowing
how the public reacts to the problem will help you come up with viable
solutions. 

5) Articles written by journalists usually showcase strong opinions which
will help you understand the issue better. They can provide you with ideas
which you can propose during the formation of resolutions. 
Researching for MUN 

6) Doing research is extremely important, but it’s not all that matters. You
need to have a good understanding of what you’ve read. The way you present
it in your own words is what will make you stand out from the rest of the
delegates. Doing research will increase your confidence and will show your
chair that you have what it takes to win. 



7) A good way to show off your research is by writing an impressive position
paper which shows your understanding of the topic, of your country’s
stance on the topic, and of your country’s foreign policy.

PREPARING YOUR SPEECH: 
Raising your hand to be a part of the GSL is one of the best things you can
do for yourself during MUNs. It will make the chair notice you and it shows
that you have a strong opinion on the agenda. Making an admirable
opening speech will put you ahead of everyone, and here’s how to do it - 

1) Make sure your speech is concise and to the point. Focus on one
important idea and don’t try to cover all issues at once. You need to ensure
that everyone understands what you’re talking about. Making a confusing
opening speech gives a bad impression which is hard to recover from. 

2) Do not overload on information. Doing this might make it hard for others
in the committee to understand what you’re trying to convey. 

3) Be organized. Break your speech into bullet points and have a clear idea
about the order of things you want to say. 

4) Don’t write your speech down word-for-word. Instead, use the bullet
points to make up the speech as you go. While you're talking, your aim
should be to impress other delegates and your chair. 

5) Convince other delegates that your stance on the issue matters. Just
talking about it to them will not be effective. When you need them to be on
your side, talk about how your stance and course of action can positively
impact those nations whose delegates you want to convince. 



6) Simply stating your point isn’t enough. You need to talk about why you
said what you said. This helps other delegates understand you better, which
might result in them supporting your opinions. 

7) For caucuses, make sure your speech discusses only factors related to the
issue the caucus is about. For instance, don’t talk about the economy when
the motion for the caucus is raised to discuss environmental issues. Your
points on the economy might be valid and important, but you have to wait
for another caucus to discuss them. 


